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POLIO NSW  
Formerly Post-Polio Network (NSW) 

 Polio NSW is a member of Polio Australia 

Website: www.polionsw.org.au Supporting polio survivors and their families since 1989 
 

President: Gillian Thomas OAM PO Box 2799 North Parramatta NSW 1750  

Vice-President: Gail Hassall Phone: 02 9890 0946 

Secretary: Merle Thompson OAM Phone: 02 9890 0953 

Treasurer: Alan Cameron Email: office@polionsw.org.au    
 

 
 
 

MINUTES OF THIRTY-FIFTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

HELD ON THURSDAY 21 NOVEMBER 2024 
 

MEETING HELD BY ZOOM VIDEOCONFERENCE 

 
 

1. OPENING 
 

The Chairperson, Gillian Thomas, declared the meeting open at 10:40 am. 
 

The Chairperson declared the proxies – 3 

(3 proxies being held by the Chairperson)    

 

 

 

2. PRESENT 
 

Full Members 
 

Alan Cameron Antonia Frediani Ella Gaffney 

Gail Hassall Michael Howard Rosalie Kennedy 

Chris Keun Kerry-ann Klein Bill McKee 

Lyn Lillecrapp OAM Dorothy Robinson Nermeen Sedra 

John Tierney AM   
 

Life Members 
 

Gillian Thomas OAM Merle Thompson OAM  

 

 

 

3. APOLOGIES   
 

Margaret Bennie Anne Buchanan Nola Buck OAM 

Ronald Carruthers Carol Gerrard Vasa Murimuthu 

Judith Parry Brian Wilson Hau Wong 

 

It was resolved that the apologies be accepted.   

 

Moved: Gail Hassall Seconded:    Dorothy Robinson 

Carried    
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4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

It was resolved that the minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on                       

30 November 2023, taken as read, be received.     

 

Moved: Bill McKee Seconded: Ella Gaffney 

Carried    

 

It was resolved that the minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on                       

30 November 2023 be adopted.    

 

Moved: Chris Keun Seconded: Rosalie Kennedy 

Carried    

 

 

 

5. 2023-2024 ANNUAL REPORT 
 

It was resolved that the Annual Report be received.   

 

Moved: Kerry-ann Klein Seconded: Chris Keun 

Carried    

 

There being no comments, it was resolved that the Annual Report, as circulated, be adopted.    

 

Moved: Bill McKee Seconded: Gail Hassall 

Carried    

 

 

 

6. 2023-2024 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS  
 

It was resolved that the Financial Statements to 30 June 2024, as circulated, be received.  

 

Moved: Chris Keun Seconded: Alan Cameron 

Carried    

 

Chris Keun asked about the financial health of the organisation.  Alan Cameron said that 

there is always the possibility that we could run out of money but compared with a few years 

ago when this seemed likely we are now stable.  We are dependent, however, on donations 

from members.  Membership fees in no way cover expenses.  The note about donations being 

down as a result of timing relates to the fact that fees are accrued to the year to which they 

belong while donations have to be applied to the year in which they are received.  The timing 

of receipt of donations relates to when renewal notices are sent out.  Chris offered to help 

next year. 

 

 It was resolved that the Financial Statements to 30 June 2024 be adopted.   
 

Moved: Alan Cameron Seconded: Ella Gaffney 

Carried    
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7. ELECTION OF BOARD 
 

With the members’ agreement Gillian Thomas asked John Tierney to accept the position of 

Chair for the duration of the elections and to act as Returning Officer.  All positions were 

declared vacant. 

 

PRESIDENT   Gillian Thomas 
 

Nominated:       Bill McKee  Seconded: Gail Hassall 
 

There being no further nominations, Gillian Thomas accepted the nomination and was duly 

elected for the ensuing year. 
 
 

VICE-PRESIDENT    Rosalie Kennedy 
 

Nominated:     Alan Cameron Seconded: Gail Hassall 
 

There being no further nominations, accepted the nomination and was duly elected for the 

ensuing year. 
 

 

SECRETARY  Merle Thompson 
 

Nominated: Gail Hassall Seconded: Gillian Thomas 
 

There being no further nominations, Merle Thompson accepted the nomination and was duly 

elected for the ensuing year.  
 

 

TREASURER   Alan Cameron 
 

Nominated:     Gillian Thomas Seconded: Gail Hassall 
 

There being no further nominations, Alan Cameron accepted the nomination and was duly 

elected for the ensuing year. 
 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS (Maximum 8): 

The Returning Officer requested nominations and self-nominations.   

 

Nominee   

Ella Gaffney   

Bill McKee   

Nermeen Sedra   
 

Michael Howard indicated that he could be available to join the Board depending on the 

outcome relating to another commitment.  Should this be the case, he will be co-opted onto 

the Board. 

 

It was resolved that the above nominations be accepted.   
 

Moved: Kerry-ann Klein Seconded: Gillian Thomas 

Carried    

 

 The election being completed, John Tierney vacated the Chair to the incoming President. 

 

Gillian thanked all who had agreed to join the Board. 
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Gillian moved a vote of thanks to Gail Hassall who had decided to step down from the Board.  

Gail’s contribution has been invaluable, especially in relation to Webinars. 

 

Merle supported this.  Gail took on the paid position when we had that need.  She continued 

to arrange the Webinars on a voluntary basis and has arranged nearly all that have been held. 

 

Rosalie endorsed these comments. 

 

Gail said that she had enjoyed her time on the Board and thanked Gillian and Merle for their 

support. 

 

 

 

8. GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

Items of General Business are notified in advance.   

Chris Keun had requested that an update be provided on the ‘think-tank’ about the future of 

Support Groups and any subsequent actions. 

 

It was confirmed that discussions had been held during the year.  While there were proposals 

of activities which would be very welcome, it was agreed that there are not people prepared 

or able to put them into effect.    

 

Gail said that there is a decline in general.  Support Groups are smaller.  People register for 

Webinars but don’t turn up.  Whether it is ageing or disability, people don’t seem to be able 

to participate at the level they used to. 

 

Nermeen said her Group has not been included in correspondence from the Support Group 

Coordinator.  She will contact Ella to sort out these communication issues. 

 

 

 

9. CLOSE OF MEETING   
 

The meeting was closed by the Chairperson at 11:10 am. 

 
 

 

 

Confirmed as a true record 
 

 

 ..................................................................   .........................................  

                        Signature        Date 

 

 

 




